CHAPTER IV
THE ENGLISH BIBLE

THE BIBLE as we know it, is a translation, the
work of forty-seven men, published in 1611. This
Authorised Version was sanctioned by James I himself,
who took a great interest in its progress. It was first
talked of in 1604. James had not been long in England
when he called a Conference at Hampton Court
Palace to discuss " things pretended1 to be amiss in
the church," and among these things, it was soon
agreed, was the lack of a good translation of the
Bible. There were other versions, but they did not
satisfy everyone; and James arranged for a new one
to be made by " the best learned in both the univer-
sities, after that to be reviewed by the bishops and
chief learned of the Church; from them to be pre-
sented to the Privy Council; and lastly to be ratified
by his royal authority; and so this whole Church to
be bound into it and none other."

The forty-seven men thus chosen began their work
in 1607, and finished it in two years and nine months.
They worked in six groups, two at Westminster, two
at Oxford, and two at Cambridge : and although there
were so many different men at work on it, they
achieved, not only a version so unified that it might
be the work of one man, but the finest and most
sustained work of all English prose.